
REPUBLICAN PRESIDENTIAL NOMINEE DONALD TRUMP

“I have also overseen historic funding increases for high-quality child care, enabling 17 States to serve more 

children, many of which have reduced or eliminated their waitlists altogether. And I sent the Congress a plan 

with a vision to further expand access to high-quality childcare and urge you to act immediately.” — State of 

the Union, 2020

“My administration is also focused on expanding access to high-quality, affordable childcare. Last year, I was 

proud to sign into law the largest ever increase in Child Care Development Block Grants to States. The States 

understand that very well. A lot of Governors come up to me and they thank me for that” — Remarks at the 

White House Summit on Child Care and Paid Leave, 2019

DEMOCRATIC PRESIDENTIAL NOMINEE KAMALA HARRIS

“This is a critical issue for almost every family in our country — and the issue, of course, being the need for 

affordable childcare.  And, frankly, in too many places in our country, it’s just too expensive.” — Remarks by 

Vice President Harris in Press Call on Affordable Child Care, 2023

“Unfortunately, childcare, again, remains too expensive for too many families in our nation. In some places, 

childcare can cost almost $20,000 per child per year. Low-income families often spend one third — one third 

of their yearly income on childcare, more than they spend on their rent or mortgage. No family should have 

to choose between high quality care for their child or to give up their career or put food on the table.” — 

Remarks by Vice President Harris in Press Call on Affordable Child Care, 2023

What Democratic Presidential Nominee Kamala Harris and Republican  Presidential Nominee 

Donald Trump have said about child care and early learning while in office: 

WHAT THE CANDIDATES ARE 
SAYING ABOUT CHILD CARE

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.nytimes.com_2020_02_05_us_politics_state-2Dof-2Dunion-2Dtranscript.html&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=GbT91BBLnJPdGvd2Kk04a_NjSTVGN1QljXbQl2p25kk&m=BK3F_h2Rmbcl_gAxFYxqZ1YKIlNV3hq-L0bFxF2qF6WukzpqEm6cPBhn3f-qQvmZ&s=qBzPJWu81hb0rI-S41I5ApqelM-QlFHMfZYXmuB22xE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.nytimes.com_2020_02_05_us_politics_state-2Dof-2Dunion-2Dtranscript.html&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=GbT91BBLnJPdGvd2Kk04a_NjSTVGN1QljXbQl2p25kk&m=BK3F_h2Rmbcl_gAxFYxqZ1YKIlNV3hq-L0bFxF2qF6WukzpqEm6cPBhn3f-qQvmZ&s=qBzPJWu81hb0rI-S41I5ApqelM-QlFHMfZYXmuB22xE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.presidency.ucsb.edu_documents_remarks-2Dthe-2Dwhite-2Dhouse-2Dsummit-2Dchild-2Dcare-2Dand-2Dpaid-2Dleave&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=GbT91BBLnJPdGvd2Kk04a_NjSTVGN1QljXbQl2p25kk&m=BK3F_h2Rmbcl_gAxFYxqZ1YKIlNV3hq-L0bFxF2qF6WukzpqEm6cPBhn3f-qQvmZ&s=Qbl6_Iy-iZ_pJNj-b275Nn6tOWrOQtOcboPc2NSgWHs&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.presidency.ucsb.edu_documents_remarks-2Dthe-2Dwhite-2Dhouse-2Dsummit-2Dchild-2Dcare-2Dand-2Dpaid-2Dleave&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=GbT91BBLnJPdGvd2Kk04a_NjSTVGN1QljXbQl2p25kk&m=BK3F_h2Rmbcl_gAxFYxqZ1YKIlNV3hq-L0bFxF2qF6WukzpqEm6cPBhn3f-qQvmZ&s=Qbl6_Iy-iZ_pJNj-b275Nn6tOWrOQtOcboPc2NSgWHs&e=
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.whitehouse.gov_briefing-2Droom_speeches-2Dremarks_2023_07_11_remarks-2Dby-2Dvice-2Dpresident-2Dharris-2Din-2Dpress-2Dcall-2Don-2Daffordable-2Dchildcare_%26d%3DDwMGaQ%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3DH2YTijhBaj7uYm5wA3qJh94Ab_01igD0zUIJWsaK81o%26m%3DsjIJsmi5juh1mYfEipvYwWuiZcj_SAGxQKfk0WVLdsdQLYjgF3PX44haWnybQGWn%26s%3D02jrtv2OSQ6sx67BCOeJBS74FB2Kj4ZsHZbMXGfc7D8%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cbeard%40s-3group.com%7C3779004fa5084b884e6308dcab38130a%7Cae764005531c46358c61eccadc437f46%7C0%7C0%7C638573504554609490%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FY12q4jL4W0%2F6esroSlgFoysXKDbliXj6uPmk7dL%2BK4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.whitehouse.gov_briefing-2Droom_speeches-2Dremarks_2023_07_11_remarks-2Dby-2Dvice-2Dpresident-2Dharris-2Din-2Dpress-2Dcall-2Don-2Daffordable-2Dchildcare_%26d%3DDwMGaQ%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3DH2YTijhBaj7uYm5wA3qJh94Ab_01igD0zUIJWsaK81o%26m%3DsjIJsmi5juh1mYfEipvYwWuiZcj_SAGxQKfk0WVLdsdQLYjgF3PX44haWnybQGWn%26s%3D02jrtv2OSQ6sx67BCOeJBS74FB2Kj4ZsHZbMXGfc7D8%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cbeard%40s-3group.com%7C3779004fa5084b884e6308dcab38130a%7Cae764005531c46358c61eccadc437f46%7C0%7C0%7C638573504554609490%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FY12q4jL4W0%2F6esroSlgFoysXKDbliXj6uPmk7dL%2BK4%3D&reserved=0
https://nam02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Furldefense.proofpoint.com%2Fv2%2Furl%3Fu%3Dhttps-3A__www.whitehouse.gov_briefing-2Droom_speeches-2Dremarks_2023_07_11_remarks-2Dby-2Dvice-2Dpresident-2Dharris-2Din-2Dpress-2Dcall-2Don-2Daffordable-2Dchildcare_%26d%3DDwMGaQ%26c%3DeuGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM%26r%3DH2YTijhBaj7uYm5wA3qJh94Ab_01igD0zUIJWsaK81o%26m%3DsjIJsmi5juh1mYfEipvYwWuiZcj_SAGxQKfk0WVLdsdQLYjgF3PX44haWnybQGWn%26s%3D02jrtv2OSQ6sx67BCOeJBS74FB2Kj4ZsHZbMXGfc7D8%26e%3D&data=05%7C02%7Cbeard%40s-3group.com%7C3779004fa5084b884e6308dcab38130a%7Cae764005531c46358c61eccadc437f46%7C0%7C0%7C638573504554623384%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=M%2BxsjufhnEMbNpVVoU06q6oEEgKnZXQ9OkkyADjBUFQ%3D&reserved=0


LB1206, which requires reporting to the Nebraska Early Childhood Professional Record System, 

to help the state government get a better 

picture of child care workforce needs

LB957, which provides for early childhood aid under the Tax Equity and Educational 

Opportunities Support Act

LB1324, which allowed for adoption of the Child Tax Credit Act

LR251, which approved a study to explore the development of an apprenticeship program for 

early childhood education

Since 2020, State Senator Tony Vargas has voted for legislation that helped 

working families access child care including:

LB856, which allows child care programs to receive subsidy reimbursements for children under 

the direct care of their own parents who are employed by the program.

Senator Tony Vargas has supported and led legislation that would 

reduce the cost of child care for Nebraska’s working families, 

including:

STATE SENATOR TONY VARGAS

CONSISTENTLY DELIVERING FOR NE PARENTS & FAMILIES

LB857, which offers services to mothers receiving Medicaid coverage.

LB874, which simplifies licensing requirements for child care facilities.

https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=54877
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=55029
https://nebraskalegislature.gov/bills/view_bill.php?DocumentID=54890


In 2023, Senator Vargas discussed inflation and the rising cost of child care, criticizing his 

opponent for disfunction in Congress. “I see that Don Bacon is continuing to enable the 

dysfunction and ineffectiveness in Congress. People are trying to figure out how to pay for 

their child care and actually have savings in their account and hopefully have some semblance 

of retirement in their life.”

In 2021, Senator Vargas supported increasing the eligibility limit of the Child Care Subsidy 

program, noting: “Many working families are not in a position where we can voluntarily 

choose to have a parent leave the workplace to stay home with the kids. Nebraska has an 

opportunity to make sure that we’re getting back in competition with states like Colorado and 

Kansas, both of which have adopted the 185-percent threshold.”

In 2021, Senator Vargas introduced legislation to increase taxes on the wealthiest Nebraskans 

to support grants for early childhood education, noting that the current child care workforce 

does not meet the state’s need. “We don't have the workforce to currently meet our needs. 

We don't have the funding to actually make this early ed a sustainable place. About a fifth of 

people's income specifically for working class families is going to early education. We have to 

figure out a way to invest in this space, or else we're making it harder for people to enter the 

workforce, continue their education, so we can fill these much needed jobs we have all across 

the country.”

SENATOR VARGAS ON THE 
NEED TO SUPPORT CHILD CARE FOR 
WORKING FAMILIES
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