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WHAT THE CANDIDATES ARE
SAYING ABOUT CHILD CARE

What President Joe Biden (D) and President Donald Trump (R) have said about

child care and early learning while in office:

PRESIDENT DONALD TRUMP (R)

“I have also overseen historic funding increases for high-quality child care, enabling 17 States to serve more
children, many of which have reduced or eliminated their waitlists altogether. And | sent the Congress a plan
with a vision to further expand access to high-quality childcare and urge you to act immediately.” — State of

the Union, 2020

“My administration is also focused on expanding access to high-quality, affordable childcare. Last year, | was
proud to sign into law the largest ever increase in Child Care Development Block Grants to States. The States
understand that very well. A lot of Governors come up to me and they thank me for that” — Remarks at the

White House Summit on Child Care and Paid Leave, 2019

PRESIDENT JOE BIDEN (D)

“Imagine what that could do for America. Imagine a future with affordable child care so millions of families

can get the care they need and still go to work and help grow the economy.” —State of the Union Address,

2024

“If you live in a major American city, you can pay more than 517,000 a year, as all of you know, per child for
childcare in order to be able to go to work. And for a lot of families, that’s more than you pay for your rent,
your mortgage, or a college education for your children.... We also increased Child care and Development

Block Grants, helping more low-income families afford child care.” — Remarks by Biden on Actions to Help

Families Access Care, 2023



https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.nytimes.com_2020_02_05_us_politics_state-2Dof-2Dunion-2Dtranscript.html&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=GbT91BBLnJPdGvd2Kk04a_NjSTVGN1QljXbQl2p25kk&m=BK3F_h2Rmbcl_gAxFYxqZ1YKIlNV3hq-L0bFxF2qF6WukzpqEm6cPBhn3f-qQvmZ&s=qBzPJWu81hb0rI-S41I5ApqelM-QlFHMfZYXmuB22xE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.nytimes.com_2020_02_05_us_politics_state-2Dof-2Dunion-2Dtranscript.html&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=GbT91BBLnJPdGvd2Kk04a_NjSTVGN1QljXbQl2p25kk&m=BK3F_h2Rmbcl_gAxFYxqZ1YKIlNV3hq-L0bFxF2qF6WukzpqEm6cPBhn3f-qQvmZ&s=qBzPJWu81hb0rI-S41I5ApqelM-QlFHMfZYXmuB22xE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.presidency.ucsb.edu_documents_remarks-2Dthe-2Dwhite-2Dhouse-2Dsummit-2Dchild-2Dcare-2Dand-2Dpaid-2Dleave&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=GbT91BBLnJPdGvd2Kk04a_NjSTVGN1QljXbQl2p25kk&m=BK3F_h2Rmbcl_gAxFYxqZ1YKIlNV3hq-L0bFxF2qF6WukzpqEm6cPBhn3f-qQvmZ&s=Qbl6_Iy-iZ_pJNj-b275Nn6tOWrOQtOcboPc2NSgWHs&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__www.presidency.ucsb.edu_documents_remarks-2Dthe-2Dwhite-2Dhouse-2Dsummit-2Dchild-2Dcare-2Dand-2Dpaid-2Dleave&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=GbT91BBLnJPdGvd2Kk04a_NjSTVGN1QljXbQl2p25kk&m=BK3F_h2Rmbcl_gAxFYxqZ1YKIlNV3hq-L0bFxF2qF6WukzpqEm6cPBhn3f-qQvmZ&s=Qbl6_Iy-iZ_pJNj-b275Nn6tOWrOQtOcboPc2NSgWHs&e=
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2024/03/07/remarks-of-president-joe-biden-state-of-the-union-address-as-prepared-for-delivery-2/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2023/04/18/remarks-by-president-biden-on-actions-to-help-families-access-care-and-support-care-workers-and-family-caregivers/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2023/04/18/remarks-by-president-biden-on-actions-to-help-families-access-care-and-support-care-workers-and-family-caregivers/

- CONSISTENTLY DELIVERING FOR PA PARENTS & FAMILIES

FIVE
ACTI®N SENATOR CASEY

Since 2020, he has voted for legislation that helped working families access

child care including:

The American Rescue Plan Act of 2021 which supported more than 225,00 child care providers serving

as many as 10 million children, including 6,845 Pennsylvania child care programs, impacting up to

365,000 children.

The CHIPS and Science Act which required employers seeking

Commerce Department grants to guarantee affordable, quality child care.

The Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and Economic Security (CARES) Act which delivered
$3.5 billion in supplemental funding to the Child Care and Development Block Grant (CCDBG)
program, including bringing in $106,397,624 to support Pennsylvania child care providers.

Senator Casey has supported and led legislation that would reduce

the cost of child care for Pennsylvania’s working families, including

Early Childhoods Nutrition Improvement Act of 2024, Sponsor

S. 2777: Child Care Stabilization Act, Co-sponsor

S. 2013: Building Child Care for a Better Future Act, Co-sponsor

S. 1867: Expanding Childcare in Rural America Act of 2023, Co-sponsor
S. 1354 : Child Care for Working Families Act, Co-sponsor

S. 4529: Children's Safe Welcome Act of 2022, Co-sponsor

S. 3088: Five Freedoms for America’s Children Act, Sponsor

S. 3657: Child and Dependent Care Tax Credit Enhancement Act, Sponsor

$ 1 18 Since 2020, Senator Casey has supported Appropriations bills which included

more than $118 billion in assistance to child care and programs for American

BILLION

families.


https://www.acf.hhs.gov/occ/fact-sheet/american-rescue-plan-child-care-stabilization-fact-sheet-nov-2023#:~:text=The%20American%20Rescue%20Plan%20Act's,rely%20on%20child%20care%20providers.
https://www.acf.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/occ/American_Rescue_Plan_Child_Care_Stabilization_Fact_Sheet_Nov_2023.pdf
https://www.ffyf.org/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/2023_CCDBG-Fact-Sheet_PA.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/03/08/icymi-experts-agree-chips-manufacturing-and-national-security-bolstered-by-childcare/
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/download/?file=/wp-content/uploads/2021/09/BPC_Data_By_State_PA_RV2.pdf
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Senator Casey discussed the Child Care for Working Families Act, noting the pandemic made it critical to help
families deal with the cost of child care and early learning. “In the midst of the economic crisis caused by

COVID-19, millions of parents are struggling to put food on the table and cover the cost of child care — working

families should not have to worry about prohibitive costs of early learning and care. The Child Care for Working
Families Act would ensure that all families have access to the affordable high-quality early care and learning
opportunities that help children grow and succeed and enable parents to work. It would support access to
universal pre-k, full day head-start and ensure that low and middle income working families do not have to pay
more than seven percent of their income on child care. These investments in our early care and education
system are critical to our national economic infrastructure and recovery. We have an obligation to support

working families and the wellbeing of every child.”

Senator Casey highlighted access to early education programs like Head Start, noting that there is “no excuse”

for not reaching all eligible children. Citing an estimate that only one out of every six families benefit from

\ | , programs like Head Start, Senator Casey said: “There’s no excuse for that. When you have a program and you
- - have an eligibility list that’s this long and you’re only serving that many children, that many families, obviously
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something’s wrong.”

Senator Casey spotlighted the prevalence of Pennsylvania families struggling to find reliable and affordable
child care and early education. He noted the need for a long-term solution and touted the Child Care for
Working Families Act. “Everywhere | go in Pennsylvania, | meet families who are struggling to find reliable child
care or affordable preschool and feel like they’re on their own,” said Senator Casey. “While the American Rescue
Plan provided thousands of Pennsylvania families with a bridge to help them afford child care during the
pandemic, we need a long-term, permanent solution for every working family in the Commonwealth. That’s why
I’'m going to keep pushing to pass the Child Care for Working Families Act; it’s good for children, for families, and

for the economy.”


https://www.casey.senate.gov/news/releases/casey-colleagues-reintroduce-child-care-for-working-families-act
https://local21news.com/news/local/sen-bob-casey-highlights-his-five-freedoms-for-americas-children-plan
https://www.murray.senate.gov/senators-murray-casey-kaine-and-hirono-urge-congressional-action-ahead-of-child-care-funding-cliff-as-new-century-foundation-report-warns-of-major-economic-consequences/
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